
 
 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION                               STUDENTS 
PORT WASHINGTON-SAUKVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS                   5531 / page 1 of 2
  

administrative guidelines 

STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH 
 

I. Consistent with Board Policy 2260 (Nondiscrimination – Access to Equal Educational 
Opportunities), and in order to support students’ mental health and addressing the needs of 
all students at school, the District will consider a Section 504 or IDEA referral for students 
who have been diagnosed as having a mental health disorder, who have been admitted to a 
mental health treatment facility, or whose behavior or other circumstances indicate that they 
may be experiencing mental health difficulties.  The District will also consider referring such 
students to an appropriate Student Assistance Program.  See Board Policy 5331. 

 
II. In addition, the District will take the following steps upon learning that a student has been 

admitted to a mental health treatment facility: 
 

A. Ask the parents for consent to obtain relevant, limited information from the treatment 
facility.  In particular, the District will ask to obtain evaluation reports and/or exit 
reports containing diagnoses and recommendations that would assist the school in 
educating the student and ensuring the student’s needs are met.  In asking for such 
consent, the District will explain why the requested information will help the school 
educate the student.  If the parents refuse to give consent, the requests for consent and 
refusal consent will be documented. 

 
B. Ask the parents and/or treatment facility whether the student is able to receive 

academic instruction at the hospital and consider sending assignments for the student 
to work on, as appropriate. 

 
C. Consider a Section 504 or IDEA referral.  The evaluation should consider any 

information obtained from the treatment facility, and additional assessments will be 
conducted if appropriate, particularly if it was not possible to obtain information from 
the treatment facility. 

 
D. If the student already has a 504 Plan or IEP, the team should reconvene to consider 

the need for a reevaluation and the need to develop or revise a Behavior Intervention 
Plan.   

 
E. The Section 504 or IEP team should also discuss and develop a plan for the student’s 

transition back to school after the student is released from the treatment facility.  If 
the student does not have a Section 504 Plan or IEP, the transition plan should be 
developed by a team of people knowledgeable about the student, with input from the 
parents. 
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III. The District will develop partnerships with mental health treatment providers in the 
community.  The purpose of such partnerships will be to increase mental health awareness in 
the school community and provide space for mental health treatment providers to provide 
school-based counseling services to patients who attend school in the District and their 
families.  In addition, the District will consult with outside agencies on mental health issues 
and implications on learning. 
 

IV. Finally, the District will provide the following training, interventions, direct instruction, and 
wraparound supports to staff, students, and families: 
 
A. Youth Mental Health First Aid training (YMHFA) 

 
B.  Trauma-Sensitive Schools 

 
C.  Suicide prevention, intervention, and postvention training 

 
D. County Coordinated Service Team (CST) 

 
E. Comprehensive Counseling Services (CCS) 
 
F. Graduate credit in-house Student Mental Health course 
 
G. Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS) 

 
 
Legal References:   
Sections 115.28(31), 118.13 Wis. Stats. 
PI 9, 41 Wis. Adm. Code 
Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 
Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1973 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
Civil Rights Act of 1991 

 
Cross References: 
Board Policy 2260 – Nondiscrimination – Access to Equal Educational Opportunities 
Board Policy 2460 – Special Education 
Board Policy 5531 – Student Assistance Programs (Emotional, Psychological, Social, AODA) 
Special Education Handbook 
Section 504 Plan 
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